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I. UPDATE ON GOVERNOR’S ACTION ON BILLS SINCE LAST EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING  

 

 S.4808 (HARCKHAM)/A.2904 (QUART) – The bill prohibits insurers and health plans from requiring prior authorization 

for the initial or renewal prescription for all buprenorphine products, methadone or long acting injectable naltrexone for 

detoxification or maintenance treatment of substance use disorder. This legislation goes beyond what was enacted as 

part of the Behavioral Health Insurance Parity Reforms in the 2019-20 state budget, which prohibits prior authorization 

for formulary forms of these medications. STATUS: Governor Cuomo signed the bill (A.2904) into law on December 

31, 2019, as Chapter 748 of the Laws of 2019.   

 

 S.5935-A (HARCKHAM)/A.7246-B (ROSENTHAL) – The bill prohibits prior authorization under Medicaid for all 

buprenorphine products, methadone or long acting injectable naltrexone for detoxification or maintenance treatment of 

substance use disorder. This bill would go beyond legislation enacted in 2016, which prohibits prior authorization in 

Medicaid for the initial and renewal prescriptions for preferred buprenorphine or injectable naltrexone 

medications.  STATUS: Governor Cuomo vetoed the bill (S.5935-A) on January 1, 2020, citing Medicaid’s budget 

deficit.  

 

 S.2849-A (BRESLIN)/A.2969-A (PEOPLES-STOKES) – The bill significantly curtails the ability of insurers and health 

plans from making mid-year formulary changes. The legislation provides certain exceptions when insurers and health 

plans can change their formulary within a plan year as follows: (1) moving a medication into a tier with higher patient 

cost sharing only if they add an AB-rated generic equivalent or interchangeable biological equivalent at the same time; 

and (2) removing a medication if the Federal Food and Drug Administration determines it should be pulled from 

market.  STATUS: Governor Cuomo vetoed the bill (A.2969-A) on December 23, 2019, citing the potential for an 

increase in insurance premiums. The veto message (No. 245) states in part, “The legislation would prevent any mid-

year adjustments. Insurers would have to anticipate and set rates for hypothetical future drug price increases, 

causing higher premiums for everyone.  Meanwhile, pharmaceutical companies would be able to raise their prices 

with impunity. While it is couched as protective of consumers, this bill would in fact be anti-consumer, driving rate 

increases across the board. For these reasons, I am constrained to veto this bill.”  

 

 S.6081 (HOYLMAN)/A.2372 (DINOWITZ) – The bill would require a non-settling co-defendant in an action, where 

another co-defendant has previously settled, to choose whether to reduce his or her liability exposure by the stated 

settlement amount or the settling of the tortfeasor’s equitable share prior to the start of the trial. STATUS: Governor 

Cuomo vetoed the bill (S.6081) on December 20, 2019, citing its potential to “… unfairly tip the balance too far in 

favor of a settlement.”  

 

 S.6552 (SKOUFIS)/A.2373 (DINOWITZ) – The bill authorizes a plaintiff to bypass the defendant originally sued to 

collect a judgement from a third party defendant that been sued for contribution or indemnification as a result of the 

underlying action. STATUS: Governor Cuomo vetoed the bill (S.6552) on December 26, 2019, citing the potential 

increase in insurance premiums.  
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II. NEW BILLS OF NOTE (IN ORDER OF SENATE BILL NUMBER)  

 

 S.6687 (HOYLMAN)/A.8543-A (FERNANDEZ) – Modeled off of a law enacted in Oregon in 2018, the bill amends State 

Education Law to allow a student to be absent from school for mental or behavioral health reasons pursuant to 

regulations promulgated by the Commissioner of Education. STATUS: The bills were referred to the Senate and 

Assembly Education Committees.  

 S.6831 (HOYLMAN)/A.8820 (DINOWITZ) – The bill would amend New York’s Civil Practice Law and Rules to 

prohibit the application for admission (New York State Bar Application) to practice law in New York State from 

including questions that require the disclosure of  mental health and substance use disorder diagnosis and treatment. 

Currently, Question 34 of the application to practice law in New York State inquires if the applicant “currently have 

any condition or impairment including, but not limited a mental, emotional, psychiatric, nervous or behavioral disorder 

or condition, or an alcohol, drug or other substance abuse condition or impairment or gambling addiction, which in any 

way impairs or limits” as well as their ability to practice law and additional information if answered in the affirmative. 

Removal of the question regarding mental health and substance use disorders is supported by the New York Bar 

Association, which had a work group examine the issue that concluded that such a question did not "reliably, 

uniformly, fairly and consistently identify applicants who suffer from a disqualifying mental health condition and 

prevent their admission." Removal of the question is also supported by the American Bar Association, New York City 

Bar Association, the National Conference of Chief Justices and the Deans of New York’s law schools. STATUS: The 

bills were referred to the Senate and Assembly Judiciary Committees. 

 S.7010 (CARLUCCI)/NO SAME AS – The legislation directs the Department of Health (DOH) to study the issues, 

implications, practices and correlations between pharmaceuticals and suicide. If enacted, the legislation would require 

DOH to publish a report of its findings and recommendations by December 31, 2020. STATUS:  The bill is in the 

Senate Health Committee.  

 S.7015 (CARLUCCI)/NO SAME AS – The legislation would authorize the establishment of local or regional accidental 

fatality review teams to gather localized and comprehensive data on deaths caused by overdose or suicide. The teams 

would consist of representatives from the Department of Health, County Department of Health, Office of Mental 

Health, Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services, County Department of Mental Health, Office of Medical 

Examiner or office of the coroner, office of district attorney, office of county attorney, local and state law enforcement, 

emergency medical services, a physician or comparable medical professional, and a substance use program provider. 

STATUS: The bill (S.7015) is in the Senate Health Committee.  

 S.7049 (CARLUCCI)/NO SAME AS – The legislation would establish a nine member attention deficit hyperactivity 

disorder (ADHD) suicide prevention task force to examine, evaluate and evaluate how to improve mental health and 

prevent suicide among New York residents aged 3 through 18 impacted by ADHD. The legislation would require the 

task force to prepare a preliminary report of its finding, conclusions and recommendations within thirteen months of 

enactment and a final report within twenty-four months of the enactment of the bill. STATUS: The bill (S.7049) is in 

the Senate Mental Health & Developmental Disabilities Committee.  

 S.7065 (SANDERS)/A.1589-A (ABINANTI) – The legislation would require a purchaser of a firearm, rifle or shotgun 

to submit to a mental health evaluation and provide the seller with notification of his approval. The legislation further 

stipulates the OMH Commissioner would promulgate regulations outlining the mental health professionals who would 

be approved to preform evaluations, the process to be used by mental health professionals and the development of a 

standardized form to be used. STATUS: The bill is in the Senate Consumer Protection Committee and the Assembly 

Codes Committee.  

 S.7102 (BENJAMIN)/NO SAME AS – The legislation would amend the section of law mandating prescribers of 

controlled substances to complete three hours of training every three years pursuant to the I-STOP Law, to include 

curriculum “… on techniques that will reduce the likelihood of overdose and others harms related to the use of 

controlled substances and medications used for the treatment of addiction, including information about becoming a 

buprenorphine prescriber.” The bill would impact those prescribers registering after July 1, 2021. STATUS: The bill is 

on third reading on the Senate calendar.  

 S.7120 (CARLUCCI)/NO SAME AS – The legislation would amend the Article 17 of the New York State Constitution 

pertaining to the protection and promotion of the health of the inhabitants of the state to include explicit mention of 

physician and mental health. If enacted Article 17 of the State Constitution would read, “The protection and promotion 

of the physical and mental health of the inhabitants of the state are matters of public concern and provision therefor 

shall be made by the state and by such of its subdivisions and in such manner, and by such means as the legislature 
shall from time  to time determine.” Note - Since this legislation is a proposed constitutional amendment, it requires 

passage by two successive Legislatures before being put on the ballot for voter approval. STATUS: The bill (S.7120) 

was referred to Senate Judiciary Committee.  

 S.7138 (HOYLMAN)/A.9032 (LENTOL) – The legislation would enact the Student Suicide Prevention Act, would 

require all school boards serving students in grades 7 through 12 to adopt a policy on student suicide prevention, 
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intervention, and postvention in time for the 2020-21 school year. STATUS: The bills are in the Senate and Assembly 

Education Committees.  

 S.7032 (CARLUCCI) – The legislation would require all pediatric primary care physicians to complete a continuing 

medical education course on children’s mental health, which could include courses provided by OMH’s Project 

TEACH Program. STATUS: The bill (S.7032) is in the Senate Higher Education Committee.  

 S.7042 (HARCKHAM)/A.9541 (CUSICK)  – The bill would require that all intake forms for admission or residency to 

any hospital, nursing home, assisted living facility or homeless shelter that require information regarding an applicant’s 

military status phrase the question as follow: “Have you ever served in the military?” STATUS: The bill is in the 

Senate Veterans, Homeland Security and Military Affairs Committee and Assembly Veterans’ Affairs Committee. 

 S.7253 (CARLUCCI)/NO SAME AS – The bill amends State Insurance Law to require coverage an annual mental health 

care visit (similar to coverage for yearly physical). STATUS: The bill is in the Senate Insurance Committee.  
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON GOVERNOR’S 2020-21 EXECUTIVE BUDGET PROPOSAL: 

$178 BILLION (ALL FUNDS) PLAN FOR NEW YORK CLOSING $6.1 BILLION BUDGET DEFICIT, 

MEDICAID REDESIGN TEAM  TO BE RE-LAUNCHED TO FIND $2.5 BILLION IN RECURRING SAVINGS WITHOUT 

IMPACTING COUNTIES & MEDICAID BENEFICIARIES 

 

 LEGISLATURE RELEASES PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULE AS BUDGET PROCESS STARTS (APRIL 1 DEADLINE) 

 

Governor Cuomo delivered his Executive budget proposal for fiscal year 2021 on Tuesday, January 21, 2020 before a packed 

audience consisting of Senators, Assemblymembers, lobbyists and advocates, all of whom were eager to see how the $6.1 

billion budget deficit would be addressed. The nearly one hour long presentation once again highlighted the major priorities the 

Governor outlined in his State of the State address, ranging from a plan for addressing climate change, health care including the 

Medicaid shortfall, women’s health and ethics. The presentation sets out the stakes for budget negotiations that will now 

commence and continue up until the April 1 deadline. The Senate and Assembly have announced the schedule for the thirteen 

legislative budget hearings to collect testimony from advocates and impacted groups and stakeholders (schedule at the end of 

the report).  

 

While we continue to review the thousands of pages of budget bills, below is a summary of some the pertinent areas of interest 

with further analysis to be provided in the coming days and weeks.  

 

STATE FISCAL PICTURE 

 

In terms of the overall numbers, Governor Cuomo 

proposes a $178 billion budget (all funds) for 2020-

21, an overall increase of 2.0 percent. The Governor 

continued his pledge to keep growth in State 

Operating funds below 2.0 percent coming in at 

$105.8 billion, a 1.9 percent increase. The budget 

closes a $6.1 billion budget deficit, attributing $4 

billion of the deficit to New York’s Medicaid 

program due to rising enrollment, increased 

managed long-term care costs and wage costs as a 

result of the minimum wage increase. To close the 

budget deficit, the Governor proposes a series of 

actions including:  

 

 $1.8 billion in local assistance savings from targeted actions and continuation of prior-year cost containment efforts.  

 $359 million in savings from state agency operations.  

 Projecting an additional $2 billion in tax revenue  
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 Relaunch of the Medicaid Redesign Team (MRT II) to develop a plan for achieving $2.5 billion in recurring savings, 

which is to be adopted as part of the 2020-21 budget. MRT II will be chaired by Michael Dowling, president and chief 

executive officer of Northwell Health, and Dennis Rivera, former chair of SEIU 1199. (Additional details below)  

 Other revenue actions include increasing fees/surcharge for certificate of need applications for hospital construction 

projects and tax revenue from legalization of adult use cannabis.  

 

In terms of the other big ticket items, the 2021 Executive budget proposal calls for 3 percent increase ($826 million) in school 

aid bringing the State’s overall annual investment to $28.5 billion, $7.8 billion in State support for higher education, 

continuation of middle class tax cuts that will impact nearly 5 million New Yorkers with $1.8 billion in savings, reducing the 

corporate tax rate for small business to 4 percent (from 6.5 percent) benefiting nearly 36,000 small businesses and guaranteeing 

paid sick leave for employees.  

 

MENTAL HYGIENE  

 

The mental hygiene agencies, which includes the Office of Mental Health (OMH), the Office for People with Developmental 

Disabilities (OWPDD), Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services (OASAS), as well as the Developmental 

Disabilities Planning Council (DDPC), Justice Center for the Protection of People with Special Needs, serve more than 1 

million individuals on an annual basis, including an estimated 800,000 with mental illness, 240,000 with substance use 

disorders or gambling problems and 140,000 with developmental disabilities. The Executive Budget proposes $7.8 billion in 

funding, reflecting an annual spending growth of $299 million or 4.0 percent. Here is the breakdown provided in the 

budget briefing materials: 

 

Category FY 2020 

(millions)  

FY 2021 

(millions)  

Change 

Dollar (in millions) Percent 

OPWDD  3,752.1 3,953.8 201.7 5.4 

OMH 3,049.3 3,121.7 72.4 2.4 

OASAS 638.4 662.2 23.8 3.7 

Justice Center 43.7 45.2 1.5 3.4 

DDPC 4.2 4.2 0.0 0.0 

Subtotal 7,487.7 7,787.1 $299.4 4.0 

     

Adjustments – OPWDD
1 

(611.0) (1,974.6) (1,363.6) (N/A) 

Adjustments – OMH
1 

 

0.0 (220.0) (220.0) (N/A)  

Total 6,876.7 5,592.5 (1,284.2) (18.7)  
1
Adjustments reflect OPWDD and OMH programmatic spending that is paid for with available resources under the 

Medicaid Global Cap. There are no budgetary reductions or impacts to mental hygiene program spending as a result 

of these interactions. In addition these amounts, Federal Medicaid spending for these agencies is reflected in the 

Department of Health budget. 

 

NOTABLE PROVISIONS FOR MENTAL HYGIENE 

 

 MH/SUD Parity Enforcement and Compliance – Budget proposes the establishment of the Behavioral Health Parity 

Compliance Fund, which would consist of funds collected from penalties assessed on insurance carriers who violate 

New York’s MH/SUD parity laws. In addition, regulations to strengthen compliance with the behavioral health 

insurance parity reforms adopted as part of the 2019-20 budget will be released by October 2020.  

 $3 million in loan forgiveness for psychiatrists who agree to work for a period of at least five years in one or more 

hospitals or outpatient programs operated by the Office of Mental Health (OMH) or deemed to be in one or more 

underserved areas as determined by the OMH Commissioner. 

 $1.5 million permanent and annual appropriation for SUD/MH Ombudsman – Established as part of 2018-19 state 

budget, the ombudsman is a joint program of the Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services (OASAS) and 
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Office of Mental Health (OMH), which helps individuals and families navigate health insurance coverage for mental 

health and substance use disorders as well as investigating complaints and issues related to denied or delayed care.     

 Comprehensive Psychiatric Emergency Programs (CPEP) – Executive budget extends authorization for the CPEP 

through July 1, 2024 (currently set to expire July 1, 2020). The provisions would also extend the time an individual can 

held in CPEP for emergency observation, care and treatment from 72 hours to 96 hours and allow for triage and referral 

services by a physician or psychiatric nurse practitioner.  

 $150,000 re-appropriation for NYSPA’s Veterans Mental Health – Primary Care Training Initiative  

 Investments in infrastructure – (1) Executive proposed an additional $100 million to support the replacement of the 

Mid-Hudson Forensic Psychiatric Center, which includes buildings that are over a century old; and (2) $60 million to 

maintain and preserve community-based residential facilities.  

 Transform Kingsboro Psychiatric Center into Recovery Hub – Executive budget proposes plan to develop a voluntary-

operated step-down transition to community residence on the Kingsboro Psychiatric Center campus with the “recover 

hub facility” focused on shortening lengths of stay.  

 Jail-Based Restoration to Competency Demonstration Program – Executive budget includes a proposal for OMH to 

establish jail-based restoration-to-competency programs in county jails on a voluntary basis. This would authorize local 

correctional facilities (outside of New York City) to operate residential mental health units to house, treat and restore 

felony-level defendants to competency as they await trial.    

 Sex Offender Management Treatment Act (SOMTA) Population Reforms – Executive budget proposes the 

establishment a separate and distinct treatment program for sex offenders under SOMTA. Currently, the SOMTA 

population is comingled with the forensic population at OMH’s forensic psychiatric centers. The proposal would 

separate these two populations and staff and projected to save $2.5 million.  

 $20 million to support existing community-based residential programs  

 $12.5 million to support individuals living in adult homes in New York City who wish to transition into more 

integrated settings  

 $500,000 for the School Mental Health Resource and Training Center  

 $1 million for services and expenses related to suicide prevention efforts for veterans, first responders, law enforcement 

and corrections officers  

 $170 million to support to provide 2 percent increase for direct care staff and clinical staff at not-for-profits licensed, 

certified or otherwise authorized by OPWDD, OMH and OASAS.  

HEALTH CARE 

 

 Physician Profile Enhancements – Executive budget proposes requiring a physician’s profile, via DOH’s Physician 

Profile Website, https://www.nydoctorprofile.com/, to include hours of operation, availability for taking new patients 

and availability of assistive technology. The provisions would authorize a physician to designate an employee or 

contractor to be responsible for physician profile reporting.  

 Physician Integrity & Accountability – Proposal to assure DOH’s Office of Professional Medical Conduct (OPMC) has 

the tools to investigate, discipline and monitor physicians, physician assistants, and specialist assistants licensed in New 

York. The reforms would make it easier for OPMC to inform public when physician is under investigation and to 

summarily suspend license during investigation bypassing important due process protections. The reforms also include:  

o Eliminate the indefinite licensure of physicians and instead require the maintenance of registration over two 

consecutive registration periods.  

o Require a fingerprint-based criminal history background check prior to licensure.  

o Expand the definition of professional misconduct to include complaints that are resolved by stipulation or 

agreement before an adjudicatory proceeding.  

o Allow publication of administrative warnings and consultations.  

o Require licensee to notify DOH within twenty-four hours of being charged with a crime.  

o Grant DOH Commissioner the discretion to disclose information about OPMC investigations.  

o Require the Executive Secretary of OPMC to serve at direction of DOH Commissioner instead of the 

chairperson.  

https://www.nydoctorprofile.com/
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o MSSNY has launched a call to action asking physician to write to their legislators today at 

https://p2a.co/hn9SSVu.  

 Certificate of Need Surcharge – Executive budget proposes a 3 percent surcharge on the total capital value of CON 

applications, which is expected to generate $70 million in additional revenue. The language does provide DOH 

Commissioner with the authority to exempt certain CON applications from the surcharge via criteria established in 

regulation.  

 Extend the Physician Excess Medical Malpractice Program for one year with $105,100,000 appropriation.  

 Regulation, licensure and oversight of pharmacy benefit managers.  

 Lowering Cost of Prescription Drugs with three part plan: (1) cap insulin copayments at $100 per month for insured 

patients; (2) empower DFS to investigate drug manufacturers when the price of a drug has increased by more than 100 

percent in a one year time period; and (3) establish commission to study feasibility and benefit of a Canadian drug 

importation program and submit plan to U.S. Department of HHS. 

 Increasing Transparency in Healthcare Costs – Establish a new website to be known as NYHealthcare Compare, which 

would allow New Yorkers to compare the cost and quality of health procedures at hospitals around the State. The press 

release indicates the website would allow New Yorkers to: (1) See cost, quality and volume by specific hospital, (2) 

search by medical procedure costs, and (3) Search affordability questions.  

 Addressing Concerns with E-Vaping – Proposals include: (1) banning the sale of flavored nicotine vaping products; (2) 

restricting vaping ads targeted to youth; (3) banning the sale of vaping carrier oils; (4) limit the online sales of vaping 

products to licensed vaping product retailers only; (4) end the sale of tobacco and e-cigarettes products in pharmacies; 

and (5) Expand Clean Indoor Air Act to include place of employment. 

 Department of Financial Services, in consultation with the Department of Health, will convene a work group to study 

and evaluate mechanisms to reduce health care costs and complexities.  

 Clarify State insurance law regarding when payers to clarify that when payers seek to down-code claims submitted by 

providers, those down-coding decisions should be based on national coding guidelines accepted by the Centers for 

Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) and/or the American Medical Association (AMA), and increases the period over 

which a payer is required to pay interest if claims payment are not timely. 

 Collaborative Drug Therapy Management – Executive budget proposes making permanent a demonstration program 

that authorizes pharmacists to perform collaborative drug therapy management with a physician and proposes 

expanding it to include nurse practitioners and physician assistants.  The provisions continue the voluntary basis of the 

program and state the professional judgement of the physician, nurse practitioner or physician assistant shall prevail 

when there is a disagreement with pharmacist. We are still reviewing this proposal in closer detail.  

 Transfer the authority of the Eating Disorder and Comprehensive Care Centers for Eating Disorders program from 

DOH to OMH.  

MEDICAID 

 

 Relaunch of the Medicaid Redesign Team (MRT II) to 

develop a plan for achieving $2.5 billion in recurring 

savings, which is to be adopted as part of the 2020-21 

budget. MRT II will be chaired by Michael Dowling, 

president and chief executive officer of Northwell 

Health, and Dennis Rivera, former chair of SEIU 1199. 

The Governor’s budget address directed the $2.5 billion 

in savings would have to be achieved with zero impact 

on local governments and beneficiaries and instead 

focus on rooting out waste, fraud and abuse.  

 In order for the State to continue subsidizing the counties growth in Medicaid costs, to the tune of $20 billion, the 

Executive budget proposes reform: State will continue to pay the entire increase in Medicaid costs for counties as long 

as they stay within the 2 percent property tax cap and control Medicaid costs to 3 percent growth per year.  If the 

county does not stay within the 2 percent property tax cap it would be on the hook to pay for the spending growth. 

 

https://p2a.co/hn9SSVu
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COMBATTING OPIOID EPIDEMIC   

 

 Legislation to designate fentanyl analogs as controlled substances and empower DOH’s Commissioner the authority to 

add additional analogs to the list of controlled substances.  

 200 new residential treatment beds by end of fiscal year 2022 

 Expand Medication-Assisted Treatment (MAT)   

RAISE THE AGE/JUVENILE JUSTICE  

 

 The Article VII Public Protection Bill contains a number of raise the age reforms as follows:  

o Repeals statutory authority for adolescent offender (AO) facilities created by Raise the Age 

o Creates new section of Correction Law requiring all AOs to be transferred from NYS Department of 

Corrections  and Community Supervision (DOCCS) to OCFS facilities by 10/1/2020 

o Transfer plan to be developed by DOCCS and OCFS by 7/1/2020 

o AOs sentenced 60 days after bill becomes law cannot be sentenced to DOCCS, only OCFS secure 

o AOs can continue to serve sentences in specialized secure detention facilities (SSD) if sentence does not 

exceed 1 year 

o AOs can be held in OCFS facilities until 21 (like JOs) 

 

 Raise the Age Appropriations  

o $250 million in Aid to Localities to provide for continued implementation of Raise the age law subject to the 

tax cap and approval of local implementation plan 

o $49,995,000 of $50,000,000 re-appropriation in capital projects  

o $62,425,000 of $110,000,000  re-appropriation in capital projects 

 

 Planned closure in 2021 of OCFS’ Sergeant Henry Johnson Youth Leadership Academy (YLA) in Delaware County, 

which has a bed capacity for 25 but only has 8 youth currently placed. The 1 year notice for closure will be issued in 

2020. The facility had been housing males between the ages of 13 and 18 who have been adjudicated juvenile 

delinquents and placed with the Family Court.  

 

LEGALIZE ADULT-USE CANNABIS  

 
Proposal calls for the establishment of the Office of Cannabis Management to oversee medical, adult-use cannabis and hemp 

programs. The Office of Cannabis Management would be housed within the Division of Alcohol Beverage Control and be  

governed by a five-member Cannabis Control Board overseeing the adult-use, medical and cannabinoid hemp industries. The 

Office of Cannabis Management would be led by an Executive Director who would be required to appoint a duly licensed 

physician as deputy director for health and safety responsible for overseeing the medical cannabis program and all clinical 

aspects of the office.  

 The sale of cannabis would be limited to those over the age of twenty-one.  

 Counties and cities with a population of 100,000 or more could opt-out of allowing sales of recreational marijuana 

through passage of local law, ordinance or resolution. Furthermore, counties, cities, towns, and villages will be able to 

dictate the hours of operation and location of licensed adult-use cannabis retail dispensaries within their jurisdiction, 

through local zoning powers. 

The proposal includes taxation on adult-use of cannabis as follows:  

o “The cultivation of cannabis is taxed at the rate of $1 per dry weight gram of cannabis flower, $0.25 per dry 

weight gram of cannabis trim, and $0.14 per gram of wet cannabis;  

o The sale by any entity to a retail dispensary is taxed at a rate of 20 percent of the invoice price; and  

o The same sale by any entity to a retail dispensary is taxed at a rate of two percent of the invoice price but 

collected in trust for and on account of the county or a city with a population of a million or more in which the 

retail dispensary is located.” 

 

 Other related proposals: establish the SUNY Global Cannabis Center for Science, Research and Education  
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GUARANTEED PAID SICK LEAVE 

 

 Proposal to guarantee paid sick leave – This would require business with five to ninety-nine employees to provide 

employees with at leave five days of paid sick leave per year. Those businesses with more than 100 employees would 

be required to provide at least seven days of paid sick leave per year. Business with four or fewer employees would be 

required to provide at leave five days of unpaid sick leave per year.  

TAX RATES FOR INDIVIDUALS & BUSINESSES  

 

 Reducing the tax rate for small business to 4 percent (from 6.5 percent) for those small businesses with 100 or fewer 

employees and with a net income of $390,000 or less that file under Article 9-A.  

 Implement third phase of middle class tax cuts – lowering income tax rates for those making between $40,000 and 

$150,000 to 6.09 percent (from 6.85 percent) and for those making between $150,000 and $300,000 to 6.1 percent, 

which is estimated to save New Yorkers $1.8 billion per year.  

WOMEN’S ISSUES  

 Pass Equal Rights Amendment – Proposal would add sex to protected class (Section 11 of Article I) of the 

State Constitution and Governor will work to include additional categories including – ethnicity, national 

origin, age, disability, sexual orientation, and gender identity.  

 Banning the “Pink Tax – Proposal would prohibit gender-based pricing discrimination for substantially similar or like 

kind goods and services.  

 Require sexual harassment data disclosure from State Contractors – Proposal would require potential state contractors 

to submit a report on the number of adverse judgements, adverse administrative rulings and settlements related to 

sexual harassment in past year.  

LGBTQ  

 Legalize gestational surrogacy  

 LGBTQ-Affirming Addiction Services – Governor Cuomo will direct New York’s Office of Addiction Services and 

Supports (OASAS) to develop clinical practice standards for addiction treatment programs working with LGBTQ 

individuals. In addition, OASAS will implement an accompanying endorsement for programs that meet these clinical 

practice standards. 

 Transgender cultural competency training for NYS Employees – Governor’s Office of Employee Relations will provide 

cultural competency training regarding gender identity to all state employees and update annual trainings to ensure best 

practices are included in aspects of state training.  

GUN CONTROL  

 Prohibit individuals convicted of serious misdemeanor crimes in other states from owning a gun in New York State. 

 Executive budget proposes amendment to Mental Hygiene Law to allow for the sharing of information to law 

enforcement entities in other states for the purpose of determining eligibility to purchase, possess, or carry a firearm. 

ELECTORAL REFORMS  

 Proposal for automatic voter registration 

 Proposal to require automatic recounts in close elections, which would be triggered in statewide contests where the 

margin of victory for a candidate is 0.2% and 0.5% in call other elections 

ENVIRONMENT/CLIMATE CHANGE   

 Proposal to ban the use of single-use polystyrene foam containers and sale of polystyrene loose fill packaging  

 $3 billion environmental bond act to fight climate change  

ETHICS REFORMS 

 Proposal for Nothing to Hide Act – Require the Governor, Attorney General, Comptroller, Senators, 

Assemblymembers, State Commissioners and any every other elected official who earns more than $100,000 to release 

their tax returns to the public.  
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Key Links  

 

Division of Budget:  

https://www.budget.ny.gov/ 

 

State of the State Book:  

https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/2020StateoftheStateBook.pdf 

 

Transcript of State of State:  

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/video-audio-photos-rush-transcript-governor-cuomo-outlines-2020-agenda-making-

progress-happen 

 

Vide of State of State Address:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_QmlnFatM9E&feature=youtu.be 

 

Press Release:  

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-outlines-2020-agenda-making-progress-happen 
 

 

https://www.budget.ny.gov/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/2020StateoftheStateBook.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/video-audio-photos-rush-transcript-governor-cuomo-outlines-2020-agenda-making-progress-happen
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/video-audio-photos-rush-transcript-governor-cuomo-outlines-2020-agenda-making-progress-happen
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_QmlnFatM9E&feature=youtu.be
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-outlines-2020-agenda-making-progress-happen





